Antelope Valley Press

Family Resources Fair Big Hit With Valley Residents

This story appeared in the Antelope Valley Press on Friday, February 10, 2006. 

By MARISSA WIDDISON 
Valley Press Staff Writer
[image: image1.png]




PALMDALE - Hundreds of residents and dozens of organization representatives showed up to the first Antelope Valley Community Day Resource Fair on Wednesday afternoon. 

Balloons, free face-painting and raffle prizes gave a carnival-like flavor to the event, which was sponsored by local branches of the Department of Children and Family Services and took place in their Palmdale offices. 

Wendy Tashiro, a children's services administrator who coordinated the fair, stood under a brightly colored balloon arch and spoke about the purpose behind the party. 

"Basically, we want people to be aware of what resources are available to them," Tashiro said. 

A few feet away, a woman perused a stack of pamphlets about everything from toilet training to depression. Men, women and children walked in and out of rooms, pausing to look at booths and talk to representatives from more than 30 community groups. 
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"A lot of times we're thought of as child snatchers," Tashiro said. "This is letting people know who we are and what we offer." 

Minutes later, Tashiro pulled names for the raffle drawing, and Angelina Gonzales cheered when she was selected for a free haircut. The 60-year-old grandmother was at the fair because she recently adopted her 2-year-old grandson. She walked out with a bag full of fliers, buttons and pamphlets. 

"These meetings are never wasted," she said. "We need more support." 

Gonzales is familiar with the Department of Children and Family Services - she and her husband, Manuel, were foster parents for more than a decade. Although some of the information Wednesday night was geared specifically toward adoptees and foster children, booths catered to all kinds of needs. 

In one room, for example, Evelyn Garcia sat behind a mannequin displaying a blue dress and described how the Fashion Design Training Center, which teaches everything from basic sewing to computer designing, could benefit the average mother. 

"They can open their own business, or work from home," Garcia said. 

In another room, Dotty Reynolds explained how the Head Start program helps parents return to school or work by providing preschool for youngsters. Low-income families might qualify for free tuition, she said, and there are half-day or full-day versions of the program. 

"What it does is it takes the pressure off families to provide child care," Reynolds said. 

One of the most popular booths offered free face-painting, and 10-year-old Jennifer left with a beautiful butterfly painted on her cheek. Twin brothers Steven and Lenny, six years old, proudly displayed new toys acquired at the fair: a duck, a PollyPocket, a stuffed dog. 

Even teenagers walked out with something sweet. Fourteen-year-old Shameka peered into a manila envelope she had filled with candy and child abuse prevention stickers. 

"I'm going to pass these out at school," she said. 

As the night wore on, local representatives from the Department of Children and Family Services said they were happy with how the event turned out. 

Paul Buehler, regional administrator for the Lancaster office, and Rick Bryant, regional administrator for the Palmdale office, were the dynamic duo that came up with the idea to host a fair that would address child care, housing and transportation needs of the community. Tashiro took the reigns from there, and co-workers applauded her for pulling everything together. 
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"This is absolutely fabulous," said Sue Pommerville, an assistant regional administrator for the Palmdale office. "It's been a great opportunity for the community to get together, and for us to interact with the community." 

Department representatives said they hope to start making the fair an annual event, rotating locations between the Palmdale and Lancaster offices. 

FACE PAINT - Clerical administrator Priscilla Jones helps out with face painting for Anders Harrison on Wednesday during the inaugural Antelope Valley Community Day Resource Fair in Palmdale. The event was put on by Valley branches of Los Angeles County's Department of Children and Family Services.











